(ZA Lw )

©ARajakumar 1




EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW
ABOUT HIRAGANA

BASIC HIRAGANA CHARACTERS

~ 5 HIRAGANA COMBINATIONS
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Show the correct stroke order by tracing over the grey hiragana, adding one stroke
at a time, in the same way as the first hiragana 'a":

'::;; ;'(']';:1 Stroke Order Mnemonic
a b T bH
i\

u )

e A

o b

ka | 7>

ki X

ku <

ke Vi

ko

Write the correct hiragana next to the romaji:

a e ka a 0 0
ka a ku i ko e
i ki a ki u u
ki a e ke a ku
a u i a e ko
ke i u 0 ku ka
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':1‘;‘} ';;';:1 Stroke Order Mnemonic
sa X
shi [
su ¢
se
so %
ta 7=
chi t)
tsu|
te T
to |
Write the correct hiragana next to the romaji:
ko shi so 0 sa so
se ke chi se se tsu
sa ta a tsu o) shi
chi su to u se se
se tsu ta shi S0 chi
te SO te su ta sa

©ARajakumar




Roo-

maii | gano Stroke Order Mnemonic
na 7:C

ni | |

nu | &2

ne %3

no @)

ha [J

hi @ O°

fu -

he -\

ho (&
Write the correct hiragana next to the romaji:

ha ni hi ho nu he

u a ho no ha no
he ha ke ne hi nu
ne no so chi ha hi
ha he to 0 ho ha
nu ha ne ha hi na
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'fn‘;‘jl ';;‘;\‘; Stroke Order Mnemonic
ma I

mi | Ax

mu L

me &

mo i

ya ¥°

yu D

yo &
Write the correct hiragana next to the romaji:

yu ya mu ke mi yo
mo me mo ne o) mi
mu a ma ya to ma
ma hu Yo me yo me
me mi chi so ma mo
nu ma yu mu yu ya
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Roo-mayji ;‘;‘;\‘; Stroke Order Mnemonic
ra | b
ri ‘ )
ru 5
re | #l
ro 5
wa
Particle
0o X
n oA
Werite the correct hiragana next to the romaji:
ra re o re "o n
ke chi ri so n ru
ma o ro n re ri
wa hu yu o chi nu
yu wa re re wa me
ru me ne ra ne "o
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HIRAGANA PRACTICE TEST A - N
This is how you should complete the hiragana test:

Write each hiragana letter, stroke by stroke, in the correct stroke
order. Trace the letters to practise for the real test.

a | ka
i Ki
u ku | <
e ke
o | | ko

sa X | X ta [~ |/ |7/~ |7~
shi| | chi — | 1

tsu

Su

Ve

se

so | to

na|” |7 |77l (ha| | |71
ni || C hi| ()

nu L do fu Y [ Lo
ne ] Zf{l he | ~._
no| ) ho![ [ |- &
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ma ya
mi
mu yu
me
mo yo
ra wa
. article

rl ' 0
ru n
re

ro

©ARajakumar




HIRAGANATESTA-N
Write each hiragana letter, stroke by stroke, in the correct
stroke order.
a ka
i Ki
u ku
e ke
0 ko
sa ta
shi chi
su tsu
se te
SO to
na ha
ni hi
nu fu
ne he
no ho
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ya

yu

yo

wa

particle
0]

ma

mi

mu

me

mo

ra

ri

ru

re

ro
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Phonetic Sound Changes in Hiragana

To change the sounds of certain hiragana, you can add a TATA (eg. 7%) to some of
the hiragana rows to change the sound of the letter. They are:

1.kdg 2.s9z 3.t3d  4hdb

L7 xdX <3 DS =2
Ka 2»ga ki =2 gi ku2gu ke=>ge ko=2>go

2.2 L2L 927 H22¥ 2T
sa2za shiji sudzu sedze so0Dzo0

3. 7227~ 15 e, T=>T - X
ta=>da te=>de to=>do

4. 13X U= 5258 ~=DdX (IDF
ha2ba hi=2bi fu2>bu he=>be ho=>bo

You can also add a £% (eg. IX) to the 'h’ hiragana row to change the sound in a
different way (h=>p):

T2 U=V 5225 ~2d [ FIF
ha2pa hi¥pi fudpu hedpe hodpo

Write the correct hiragana next to the romaji:

pa ge Zo pe po za
de Ji bi bo Ji Zu
ba Zo go gi ze gi
ga pu bu do pi go
bo ga be de ba gu
pu be ze za ze pa
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Hiragana Small Tsu

When you see a small tsu in a word, DO NOT READ IT!

Small tsu hiragana has no sound, instead it tells you to do something

When you see a hiragana small tsu, you must pause for one beat

e We write it in romaji by doubling the first consonant of the hiragana which follows the

small tsu
Small letters go in the bottom left hand corner of an entire square!

Write the correct hiragana next to the romaji:

patto futto sakko
deppu goppi yatto
satto sacchi dakke
natto nissa futta
pikku moppo motto
sokku tappi kocchi

A little bit of revision!

Write the correct hiragana next to the romaji:

ka ke to pe ho a

de Ji bi ro Ji yu

na S0 yo gi ke fu
ga tsu nu ko pi go
ho ga me shi ya su
fu me na ma re ra
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Combination Hiragana
e This is something that can be done with the ‘L) group of hiragana:

WEFLLBIZOLDUT UL HY

¢ To make a combination hiragana, you can add either small %2, K, or & to any of the
above ‘LY hiragana, like in the chart on the first page:

Complete the following table on your own (when you put a small letter into a writing square, put
it into the bottom left hand corner)

HIRAGANA COMBINATIONS
X
KYA KYU KYO
L
SHA SHU w SHO
CHA CHU CHO
NYA NYU NYO
ON
HYA HYU HYO J:
MYA MYU MYO
RYA RYU RYO
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Long ‘o' Sound
Some Japanese words end in a long 'o’ sound, and this is almost always indicated by
adding 5 to the previous ‘o' hiragana. Eg:

o MoIS
o ET&D
e EMS
o =55

We write it in romaji with the letter u, but some books and dictionaries use either ‘o, or
they put a line above the first ‘o’ hiragana, like this:

e Mo gakkou [gakkoo/gakksd]
® Remember: Small letters go in the bottom left hand corner of an entire square!

Try writing the following words in hiragana:

kou shouji
mou toukyou
shiyou koukou
souto toutou
gakkou kuukou
kyouko shachou
Punctuation

The two most important punctuation marks are:
® Full stop:

® Comma (TA): .

Particles

There are only two hiragana which are not pronounced exactly as they should be. They are:
® Particle wa: &
® Particle e: ~
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INTRODUCTIONS

Greetings
Good morning BlalH Excuse me/sorry | ¥ L F H A
TXWET)
Hello ZAICET Deeply sorry O XN
Good evening CAITAE yes (L
Good night BEX°9 L7 X\ | no VMY L
Goodbye TLonwn yes (informal) AR
How do you do? TL»TELT Are you well? BFALXTTE 2
Pleased to meetyou | ¥' ) £ L 5 L { |Yes, I'mfine. (T, FAXTT,
Thank you HYHYH Yes, I'm fine (T, B0 XF
(very much) (TXvE9) (thanks to you) T, TAXTY,
I understand bnl)E L7
I don't understand | 740t FHA
Pronouns..... & things
I (male) (T < Mr/Miss/Mrs/Master** | ¥% X £
T (usually female) | 7= L informal male address % { A
you (sing) H1 - Dr/Professor/used after | ¥¥t A +\»
a teacher's name **
you (plural) Hlcr-7-% friend rtv 7%
we b7-L7-56 hame iR
what A or 712 | this (person) Ny =
is/am/are T7 Honorific prefix b
Is/am/are not TlIHY) THA or
Crydh!) THA
Key Sentences:
b A 3. A TT B, What is your name?
{b 7= LJ Iam _
i) i, ot
Mr
255 ti\[ XA J T4, |This is[Mr‘s} .
A o
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Japanese Greetings

Good Morning bladH) TXFF
Good Day/Hello ZAICEE

Good Evening AL

Good Night BYd+4L X u
Good Bye TLun

Look at the pictures and write the appropriate greeting next to it.

Find the mistakes in the following greetings. Underline the mistake and rewrite it
correctly, then write what it means in English:

blad)r FIvEd

RV OP ~R=YF

WAL A T

BT L X

TLHNL
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Japanese Greetings 2

Rewrite the following greetings in handwritten —style hiragana, then write its
meaning in English underneath. The first one has been done for you.

ZATHIT

-
N—

A

12

5

Hello

BT AL I

BlikH) T nET

ZAE AT

PN RANS

Finish off the greeting words, then join them with a line to their English match:

A
A
H 1
H
T4

©ARajakumar

18

goodbye
good hight
hello

good evening

good morning



Asking People’s Names and How They Are
Answer the questions for the students below. When you meet a real Japanese person nad
they give you their first name and surname; they will say their surname first - and then their
first namel

b E AL,
TATT D

[ )

b E AT,
LATT D

(o)

BIFA =
TF
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW
ABOUT KATAKANA

BASIC KATAKANA CHARACTERS

T A4 7| | Fx
A | U E 0]
77 F 77| 3
KA Kl KU KE KO
V2 .S B Y I
SA SHI SU SE SO
s F v 7]k
TA CHI TSU TE TO
+ = X | 3|/
NA NI NU NE NO
2\ & 7 | ~ | T+
HA HI FU HE HO
2| I | 4 X | F
MA MI MU ME MO
Y i =
YA YU YO
Z )] L] o
RA RI RU RE RO
v V%
WA N
EXTRA KATAKANA
77 | 77 | 74 7z | 7%
KWA GWA KWI KWE KWO
7 A4 b | 74 | 4=
Tl TU DI YE
77 | 74 | 72 | 7= | 74
FA Fl FYU FE FO
v | x| F=x A
SHE JE CHE VO
77 7 i o | Uz
VA \| VU VYU VE
7 4 7z 7 A
Wi WE WO
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KATAKANA COMBINATIONS
Fx | Fa|F3
KYA KYU KYO
Fr |  F¥Fa| Fsa
GYA GYU GYO
X | va| w3
SHA SHU SHO
x| val|va
JA JuU JO
Fx | F2|F3
CHA CHU CHO
—x | =2 | =3
NYA NYU NYO
Exy | B2 | &3
HYA HYU HYO
E 2| E3
BYA BYU BYO
E ¥ F2|FE 3
PYA PYU PYO
x| a2 23
MYA MYU MYO
x| ) |l)3
RYA RYU RYO
KATAKANA SOUND CHANGES
7 F T |
GA Gl GU GO
Y ¢ Y/

ZA JI ZU

DA

)N E 7

BA Bl BU

[e) o O

N BT

PA Pl PU

/7_.
GE
y
ZE
4 7 |k
DE
/\
BE
/\°
PE




